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Mar rn. xi. 5. 


The blind - recei ve their ſight, and the lame 
wall, the lepers are cleanſed, and the deaf 
1, the dead are raiſed up, and the Poor 
bave the goſpel preached to them, 


And the Joor hav the goſpel preached 10 chew, 


\n E ürtent ofophers had predicted 
the coming of the Meſſiah, had 
pointed out the time and place of 

ni birth and deſcribed his character in the 
moſt diſtin&t manner. John the Baptiſt, the 
ſon of a prieſt and propheteſs, appeared as 


his forerunner : the character that he bore; 


the peculiar doctrines which he taught, and 
his auſtere life, drew great multitudes after 
him: he was ſo extraordinary a perſon, that 
many believed him to be the Meſſiah ; bur 


1. J 


he was at pains to undeceive them, and de- 
clared himſelf to be only his harbinger, 


aſſuring them that he who was to come 


after him was to be greater than he; ſo 


great, that he was not worthy to be em- | 
| Ployed in the meaneſt office about him. 


Notwithſtanding all this, when our Saviour 
entered upon his public miniſtry, preach- 
ed the goſpel and confirmed it by mira- 
cles; when his fame had ſpread far and 
wide, the diſciples of John, ſmitten with 
envy, and zealous for the honour of their 
maſter, were offended at Chriſt's ſuperior 


* 


character, and were not willing to entertain 


the ſame ſentiments the Baptiſt had expreſ- 
ſed; therefore he refers them for inſtruction 
to Chriſt himſelf, that as he was now to 


leave them, they might become his diſci- 


ples: for it cannot be imagined, that he 
who had baptized him, who had ſeen the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon him as a dove, 
and had heard a voice from heaven declar- 


ing, This is my beloved Son in whom T am well 


8 0 *, who himſelf had faid conerning 


Matth. iii. 16, 17. 


Him, 


| [3-1 

him, Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away 
the ſins of: the world *, I ſay, it cannot be 
thought that he had any doubt of his being 
the Meſſiah ; but as his diſciples were till 
doubtful, he deſires them to go and to put 
this queſtion to him, Art thou he that ſhould 
come, or do we look for another? When they 
came, they found our Saviour attended, not 

by the rich and great, but by the blind, the 
lame, the lepers, the deaf, and the poor, 
diſpenſing to them, not riches and honours, 
but health to their bodies, and en in- 
ſtructions to their ſouls. 


HE makes Fd no direct anſwer, but 
gives them a fair occaſion of ſatisfying 
themſelves, that their faith might be free, 
the act of an ingenuous mind, and the ef- 
fect of full and rational conviction, ariſing 
from the evidence of ſenſe, and the accom- 
pliſhment of ancient prophecies. Go, ſays 
our Saviour to them, and ſhew John theſe 
things which you do hear and ſee : The blind 
receive their ſight, and the lame walk, the 
A 2 (peru 


John i. 29. N 


Tie} 


liepers are cleanſed, and the deaf hear, and the | 
dead are raiſed up, and then it is added, and 
the Poor have the 'oſpel preached 20 ren. (1:7 
1 
By the poor we are to inderſtaud 'thoſe 
who were indigent or in low circumſtances, 
who were meek and diſpoſed to receive in- 
ſtruction: by the goſpel the glad tidings of 
ſalvation, the gracious offer of mercy and 
Eternal life to the penitent through a Me: 
diator. When it is ſaid that they have the 
goſpel preached to them, it means not only 
that it was publiſhed to them, but that 
they were [eaſyzntorrau] bleſſed with and 
converted by it, as the word in the original 
fi Sue, | 


To the poor the goſpel was firſt preach- 
ed; by the poor it was firſt entertained, 
In handling this ſubject I will | 


I. ENDEAVOUR to ſhew, that it was a 
characteriſtic of the Meſſiah, or at leaſt pe- 
culiarly ſuitable to his character, to preach 
the goſpel to the Pm who were to be 


bleſſed | in it, 
II. ENQUIRE 


II ENQUIRE into the reaſon of his 4 
chooſing his apoſtles from Fat ur F 
b . nidurm Nate 4% $a | 


1 * 


| Wii 1 will conſider- in what manner our 
Saviour: and his apoſtles 4 * the gu ba 


wa. great ſucceſs. , And A rg 


Cox cove with ſome reflections mutet 
to the occaſion of our preſent ar ata, F 


| 1. 1 am e that it was a A 
teriſtic of the Meſſiah; or at leaſt peculiarly 
fuitable to his character, to preach the go- 
ſpel to the poor, who were to be bleſſed in it. 
Thus the prophet Iſaiah deſcribes the Meſ- 
fiah; The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
ridings unto the meck, which the ſeptuagint 
and the erangeliſt tranſſate poor *. 


Wx are not ſurpriſed that our Saviour's 
working miracles ſhould be made a proof 
of his being the. Neſſiah, but we are apt 

to orerisok that diſtinguiſhing part of his 
| character, 


+ aiah Ix, 1. See allo chap. V. 4 5. 


| | character, his preaching the goſpel Key 
poor. The religion of Chriſt was deſigned 


T1 


ro be univerſal, to make mankind happy 
here and hereafter. The poor are the in- 
telligent creatures of God, animated with 

immortal fouls, and capable of eternal hap- 5 
pineſs: it was ſuitable to the benignity of 
the divine nature, and to the character of 
a divine teacher, that the. means of falva- | 
tion ſhould be propoſed to them. They 
may be deſpiſed by the rich; and great, 


but they are not neglected by him who 


made them. The rich and the poor meet to- 
gether, the Lord is the maker of them all *, 
The apoſtle James, addreſſing himſelf to the 


rich, ſays, Hearken my beloved brethren, Hath 


not God choſen the poor of this world rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath 
pr omiſed 10 them that love him 7. 


Tu E ancient prophets were generally 
ſent. to kings and princes, to rulers and 
great men, to reprove them for their 
vices, to reclaim them from their wick- - 

edneſs, 


prov. xxii. 2. f James Ii. 5. 


0 4 7 Þ 
edneſs, and to denounce the moſt dreads 
ful judgments againſt them, if they per» 


ſiſted in it; but à very extraordinary thing 


it was, to ſee a prophet endued with the 
power of working miracles, inſtructing the 
the poor, converſing familiarly with thoſe 
who were in the loweſt and meaneſt ſta- 
tions, giving them the eaſieſt acceſs; and 
Inviting them in the moſt benevolent man- 

ner, to come and learn of him. Come 
(fays he, in the 29th of this chapter} 
unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt. Take my 
yoke upon you, learn of me, for I am meck 
and lowly in heart. Come unto me and 
I will teach you, not in the ways of pride 
and inſolenes bye in OO PENIS 
and mercy. | 


T x poor amongſt the heathens were ge- 
nerally deſpiſed by the philoſophers, even 
by the moſt virtuous ſe& the Stoics. They 
eſteemed only the few who adopted their 
principles, and entered deeply into their 
ſyſtem ; but they conſidered the reſt of 
WENT. mankind 


| 


1 8 3 0 
mankind as very little ſuperior to brutes 
and held them in the greateſt contempti 
They left them without inſtruction, withs 
out controul, to follow the | fooliſh de! 
vices of their own hearts, the dictates of 
their early prejudices, and the impulſe of 
ungoverned paſſions. But our bleſſed Sa- 
viour preached his goſpel to all, as the 
gift of the great Parent of mankind, but 
chiefly to the poor, whom he took into 
his protection, and made the r 4 
* 1 care. 


In E ſcribes wad Phariſees, the teachers 


of the Jewiſh religion, pronounced the 


people ignorant and accurſed, who did 
not implicitly follow them : intoxicated 
with pride, and enraged with malice, to 


ſee one who was thought to be a pro- 


phet, familiarly inſtructing the poor, and- 
adapting his inſtructions to their — 
ties, (whom they thought it a defilement, 
ſo much as to touch,) reproached him as* 


a friend of publicans and ſinners; but ſuck. , 


was his humility and condeſcenſion, that 
"Bl 


LT 1 
he perſiſted i in this divine work, and would 
not be diverted from it, by all their vio- 


ene. * and ae ſlanders. 


Tun poor were Gt of judging fot 
themſelves; and of being convinced of the 
excellency of his doctrine, by the light 
of reaſon; and the evidence of ſenſe ; For 
there is a ſpirit in man, and the inſpiration 
of the Almighty giveth underſtanding. Great 
men are not always wiſe, nor do the aged 
underfland judgment. The poor were 
not inyolved in the affairs of the world, 
mor expoſed 'to ſo many temptations as 
the rich and great, who had every op- 
portunity of ſoothing their paſſions, and 
indulging to every kind of pleaſure; they 
were therefore leſs apt to be offended at 
the purity of his doctrine. He appeared 
in a poor and humble ſtate, that he might 
accommodate himſelf to their condition, 
and demonſtrate, that he had no ſecular 
intereſts to promote; as he could expect 


no worldly advantage from them, ſo he 
„ B | | E had 


9 


g #d is xa. ©, 9, 


11 
had none to beſtow upon them. He pro- 
poſed his religion to a fair and candid exa- 
mination, and the goſpel had nothing to re- 
commend it but its native excellency, and 
its genuine truth, which was confirmed by 
ancient prophecies, and preſent miracles, of 
which every unprejudiced mind was capable 
of judging. And as he did not court the fa- 


vour of the great, (a practice common at 


that time among the Rabbies and philoſo- 
phers) and did not aſpire to places of ho- 
nour, ſo he did not encourage, nay, on the 
contrary, he with great freedom and impar- 
tiality reproved popular errors, and popular 
vices. May we not then preſume, from 
the excellency of his doctrines, from the 


| generous, diſintereſted and benevolent man- 


ner in which he preached it, and chiefly to 
the poor, who were generally deſpiſed by 
other inſtructors, that he was a teacher ſent 
by a good and gracious God, to lead man- 
kind into the ways of truth and n 


Tx ſecond Ag under this head is, 


not only that the goſpel was preached to 
the 


= ] 


' . the poor, but that they were bleſſed in it by 


the Meſſiah. Obſerve the connection of theſe 
words with the preceeding, The blind re- 
ceive their ſight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed up, 

and then he adds ſomething as very extra- 

ordinary, And the poor have the goſpel preached 
unto them; that is, the goſpel is not only pu- 
bliſhed to them, but they are thereby bleſs- 
ed, it produceth its effect, and they are by 
it converted to God and holineſs. 


THESE cures were wrought upon the bo- 
dy, but with a nobler deſign of healing the 
diſeaſes of the ſoul, and which would afford 
' a greater proof of divine wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs, To convince them, that he 
was able and willing to enlighten their un- 
derſtandings, he opened the eyes of the 
blind ; that he could ſtrengthen and envi- 
gorate the feeble minded, he made the lame 
to walk; that he could purify the heart 
from vice, he cleanſed the lepers; that he 
could make them willing to imbibe doc- 
trines contrary to fleſh and blood, he made 
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deaf to hear; and that he could inſpire a 
ſpiritual life, he raiſed the dead. When the 
ſcribes were offended at our Saviour's fay+ 


ing to the man who was ſick of the palſy, 


Son be of good cheer thy ſins. be forgiven thee, 


and charged him with blaſphemy, he an- 


ſwers them, Jhether is it eaſier to ſay, Thy 
ſms be forgiven thee, or to ſay, Ariſe and walk? 5 
What leſs power does it require to heal the 
diſeaſe, which is the conſequence of ſing in 
a' miraculous manner, than to forgive the 
ſin, which was the cauſe of the diſeaſe? 
Then ſaith he to the ſick of the palſy, Ariſe, take 
up thy bed. And he aroſe, and departed to his 
bouſe : and the multitude gr ing 3 


Tn E poor had their prejudices, their paſ- 
ions, and vices, as well as the rich and great; 
and therefore Agur prays, Remove far from 
me vanity and lies : give me neither poverty. 
nor riches ; feed me with food convenient for 


me: leſt I be full, and deny thee, and ſay, Who is. 


the Lord? or left I be poor, and ſteal, and take, 


zhe name E my God in vain 1 f. The poor had 
24ſuper- 


Mu ag F | 


13 1 A 

a ſuperſtitious veneration for the rites and 
ceremonies of the law of Moſes, which were 
indeed inſtituted by God himſelf, and had 
been derived to them in long ſucceſſion 
from their anceſtors. They were apt to be 
diſcontented with their low condition, and 
they, like the reſt of the nation, flattered 
themſelves with the pleaſing proſpect of the 
 Meſliah's temporal kingdom, of his raſing 
the Jews to a ſovereignty over the reſt of 
the world, which would make them all rich 
and powerful. Now, to prevail upon them 
to give up their rooted prejudices, to aban- 
don their ſanguine hopes, to ſubdue their 
favourite paſſions, to mortify their corrup- 
tions, and to govern their irregular apetites, 
to be contented with a ſtate of poverty, and 
to ſubmit patiently to the greateſt ſuffer- 
ings, to give up principles in which they 
had been educated, and rites and ceremo- 
nies they had believed were to be perpetual, 
and to embrace a new religion deſtructive 
of that part of their national religion upon 
which they built their hopes of the divine 


tayour, and to truſt in ny. whoſe appear» 
ance 
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„ 
ance was ſo poor and humble, who gave 
them no hopes of riches, honours, or ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, nay, to be willing to deny 


themſelves, take up their croſs and follow 


him, this muſt be acknowledged to have 
been a very extraordinary change, and to 
have been the effect of almighty power; but 
this was the effect our Saviour's doctrine 
had upon the poor. 8825 


TRE force of all habits, you know, is 
very great, particularly of vicious habits; 
the animal ſpirits take a current agreeable 
to the corrupt affections of the mind, em- 
ploy our moſt active endeavours, and con- 
firm us in our practice; and though ſome- 
times we ſee the evil of our ways, and form 
ſome faint reſolutions of amendment, yet 
how quickly do we feel the old byaſs re- 
turn? and how ſoon are we enſlaved by our 
old habits? Now, what a mighty power is 
neceſſary to change thoſe habits, and to en- 
gage us in a contrary courſe of action? Our 
Saviour, upon another occaſion, applies to 
himſelf that prophecy whence our text is 

1818818 ag 


n. 
4 J ; v 


[ 1 1 

taken, 'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, le- 
cauſe the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
* ridings to the meet; he hath ſent me to bind up 
the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives. After reading it in the ſynagogue, 
as the leſſon of the day, he ſaid, This day 
35 this ſcripture fulfilled in your ears and all 
bare witneſi, and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth . 


Wu the officers who were ſent by the 
council to apprehend our Saviour returned, 
and were aſked with great rage, Why have 
ye not brought him? They anſwered, Never 
man ſpake as this man. This they openly de- 
clared in the face of their maſters, upon 
whom they depended, and to whoſe indig- 
nation they expoſed themſelves. They had 
gone with full purpoſe of executing their 
commiſhon, but they were captivated with 
his diſcourſe, and their hearts were ſoftened 
by his heavenly doctrine. Great, ſometimes, 
hath been the force of human eloquence, 
but that of our Saviour's was divine, and 

| melred 


Luke iv. 18. 21, 22. 
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tas? 


melted the hearts of thoſe who, it is prb- 


bable, were not much accuſtomed to offices 

of humanity. They might have fled from 
their maſters, but they returned; and in- 
ſtead of pretending that they could not find 


'him, or that they were afraid of the multi- 


tude, inſpired with courage and reſolution, 
with honeſty and candour, and though ob- 


- noxious to that dreadful puniſhment which 


diſappointed malice might incite their ma- 
ſters to inflict, they confeſs that they had 
never heard theni, nor any other; ſpeak as 
he did. What amazing effect was this! what 
A demonſtration of divine power 1*” 


sven influence the goſpel of Chriſt hath 
upon him who cordially receives it. This is 
that witneſs which a man hath within him- 
ſelf *, (perfectly agreeable to the external 
evidence) that convinces him of the truth 
of his religion from the feelings of his own 
heart, and the happy change it has made 
on his life; this ſtrengthens his faith againſt 


all the cavils and objections that are made | 


againſt 


1 Epiſtle of John v. 10. 


ta 1 


againſt religion; this fortifies kim agalnt 
all the evils to which he may be expoſed, 
and fapports him under all the f ufferings may 


; be n for his Profeſſon of it. | 


Do we ſee the beauty and excthtley of 
religion ? do we feel its divine influences pu- 


rifying our ſouls, warming our hearts with 
a ſupreme love to God, and a fervent cha- 


rity to man? db we feel ourſelves tifing to 
a reſemblance of God's moral perfe&tions, 
and find thelineaments of the Divine Image 
drawn upon our ſouls? . do we find our tur- 
bulent paſſions calmed, governed by reaſon, 
and inciting us to a thearful compliance 
with the will of God? do we find dur guilty 
fears diſpelled by the hope of rhe Divine 
mercy through Jeſus Chtiſt? do we feel that 
peace of mind which rhe world cannot give; 
and the world cannot take away? have the 
temptations to ſinful pleaſures and ſenſual 
indulgence loſt their force? and do we ſen- 
ſibly perceive our corrupt inclinations abats 
ing; dur holy diſpoſitions increaſing? do we 
find ourſelves more and more diſengaged 

e from 


— 4 
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18 
1.88 
from the ſnares of the world, ſuperior to 
all its goods and evils, changed from an 
earthly and ſenſual to a ſpiritual and divine 
nature? If this is the caſe, then have we a 
ſenſible argument for our religion, againſt 


which the ſophiſtry of infidels cannot prevail. 


| WovrD yon have me (will ſuch a one 
fay) give up my religion and abandon Chri- 
ſtianity, and what am I to have in exchange? 
ſhall I deſpiſe that knowledge which enligh- 
tens and refines my mind, that is pregnant 
with goodneſs and with joy? ſhall I renounce 
that divine pleaſure I have in the contem- 
plation of the wiſdom and mercy of God in 
the redemption of mankind by Jeſus Chriſt? 
ſhall I extinguiſh that fire of devotion that 
purifies my heart from the droſs of corrup- 
tion? ſhall I drive away that peace of mind 
that now diffuſeth itſelf through all the 
powers of my ſoul? would you have me 
give up my truſt in God, which reconciles 
me to all the events of life, as wiſely deſign- 
ed to work together for my good? would 
you have me give up a good conſcience, 
| my 


e 


my moſt intimate, my moſt delightful com- 


panion in the deepeſt ſolitude, in the greateſt 


outward diſtreſs? would you have me give 


up my hope in death, my tranſporting pro- 
ſpect of immortal bleſſedneſs? and ſhall 1 


baniſh myſelf from the paradiſe of God, to 
wander in the dark and diſmal wilds of 


ſcepticiſm and infidelity? No: though 1 


may not be able to anſwer every queſtion, 


and to refute every cavil and objection, yet 
one thing I know, whereas I was blind now 
F fee. This, you know, was the anſwer of 
the blind man in the goſpel, to whom fight 
was given by our Saviour. When aſked by 
the Phariſees how he had received his ſight, 


he told them that it was Chriſt who had 


opened his eyes: and when they had deſired 
him to give God the praiſe, for, ſay they, 
we know that this man is a ſinner, that is, a 
deceiver, the man anſwered, Fhether he be 
4 ſinner or no I know not, one thing I know, 
that whereas I was blind now T ſee: whether 


he be a deceiver or not you may judge as 


you pleaſe, but in one thing moſt certainly | 
I am not deceived, that whereas I was blind, 
jc MY | from 


{ 40 

from my birth, now I ſee. = thus when 
we find our underſtandings enlarged, our 
minds renewed, our hearts purified, our guil; 
ty conſciences pacified, our luſts and paſ- 
ſions, our avarice and ambition, our envy 
and revenge, our, love of the world, and our 
love of ſenſual pleaſure, ſubdued by the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, have we not reaſon to con- 
clude, that he was a teacher ſent by God, 
| that he was indeed the Meſſiah, and tha 
his religion is divine? 


II. Tax ſecond thing I propoſed was, to 
Enquire into the reaſon of our Saviour's chooſ- 


ing his apoſtles from amongſt the poor. 


Ir may be imagined, that if he had 
choſen his apoſtles from among the learned, 
or the great and wealthy, they would have 
been fitter inſtruments of propagating his 
religion, more capable of giving it credit, 
and of recommending i it more effectually to 
the world. But the wiſdom of our Saviour, 
in chooſing men of the character of the a- 
poſtles, v will be apparent 11 if we conſider, that 

the 
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theeanicamed: labour under. fewer . prejus 


dices, and are uſually leſs obſtinate in ad- 
hering to theſe they have entertained, than 
men of learning; conſcious of their own ig- 
norance and weakneſs, they are more will- 
ing to be inſtructed, than thoſe who, puffed 
up with pride, are averſe to acknowledge 
their ignorance, or to retract their errors, 
who, fancying themſelves to be knowing 
enough already, are apt to diſregard any 
farther inſtruction. Men of genius and in- 
vention, are inclined to mix their own ſenti- 
ments and refinements, with what they have 
received from others, Had the Chriſtian 
religion been firſt entertained, and propagat- 
ed by philoſophers, they might have blended 
it, as was done afterwards, with the peculiar 
notions of thoſe ſects to which they were ad- 
dicted, and thus the ſimplicity of the goſpel 
would have been corrupted. We are told 


that Plato aſcribed ſome ſentiments to his 


maſter Socrates, which were none of his. 


MEN of learning are more curious, more 
inquiſitive, more diſpoſed to indulge to con- 
jectures 


'T 22 "3 
jectures and bold ſpeculations, and to * 
falſe, but as they think ingenious, interpre- 
tations contrary to the original meaning, 
and to blame as faults, what are real excel- 


TH apoſtles were plain men, who record- 
ed what they ſaw and heard without any 
art, without any addition or comments, 
without any reflections or conjectures of 
their own, and however unlearned, they 
had in common with the reſt of the Jews, 
a ſtrict regard to the letter of the ſcriptures 
of the Old Teſtament; and as they conſi- 
dered the doctrines of their maſter to be ſa- 
cred, they had ſuch a veneration for him, 
they were awed with ſuch a fear of offend- 
ing him, and dreaded ſo much the puniſh- 
ment of liars and diſſemblers, that they 
would falſify nothing. Had the good news 
the angels communicated to the ſhep- 
herds, of a Saviour's being born in the city 
of David, and that the babe was oo in 
wwaddling clothes, ane lying in a manger *, 
wr had 
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had WO Gs to. the ſcribes and 
Phariſees, the doors and rulers of the Jew- 
iſh nation, their notions of the Meſliah's 
being a temporal prince were ſo high, and 
the appearance of Chriſt ſo mean, and ſo 
contrary to their prejudices, that they would 
have looked upon it as an idle tale, as an 
imaginary viſion; but the humble plain and 
honeſt ſhepherds, believed the divine meſ- 
ſage, found the Meſſiah, and made knows 
abroad the ſaying that was told them concert 

ing this child. - i504) 


Hap our Saviour choſen his apoſtles from 
among the great, the noble, and the rich, 
it might have confirmed the Jews in their 
opinion, that the Meſſiah was to be a great 
temporal prince, a mighty conqueror, and 
that his kingdom was to be of this world ; 


they would have been willing to pervert his 
religion, and make it (as hath been often 
done) ſubſeryient to political ſchemes ; they 
might have been naturally tempted to ſtir 
up the people to arms, to create ſeditions, 

and kindle a war, by which Chriſtianity 


would 
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would have been eruſned in its infancy ; but 


The kingdom of Chriſt did not owe its riſe 
or progreſs to the powers of this world, nay, 
it prevailed notwithſtanding the oppoſition 
of the princes of this world. The religion 
of Chriſt was not recommended by flattering 
the prejudices of the Jews, and ſoothing 
the paſſions of men, neither was it propa- 
gated by force of arms, in which, as well as 
in other important points, it is diſtinguiſhed 
from the religion of Mahomet, who by a- 
dopting the ancient cuſtoms of his country= 
men, which make up a great part of it, and 
by teaching a doctrine that indulged the fa- 
vourite vices of mankind, firſt gained theit 
inclinations, and then propagated 1 it by open ; 
force. 


Wren the fooliſh zeal of many princes 
and great men, kindled by the ambition of 
the Popes of Rome, that in their abſence 
they might govern Europe, be arbiters of 
all the differences in numerous armies, and 
enlarge their power by great conqueſts in 


the Eaſt, when, I ſay, thoſe princes at- 


| tempted 
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retapted: to regain the holy land; by what 
they called the holy war, their hopes were 
| blaſted, and the attempt was unſucceſsful. 


The weapons of our warfare are not turnal, but 


_ ſpiritual. Though our Saviour, by his migli- 


ty. power, which he demonſtrated in the mi- 
racles he wrought, could have forced a pro- 
feſſion of his religion; yet he never uſed any 


methods of propagating it, but thoſe of rea- 


ſon, gentleneſs; and mercy: and how did 
this religion, when embraced by Paul, tranſ- 
form a violent, furious, and eruel perſecu- 
tor, into a mild, eandid and compaſſionate 
preacher of the goſpel of peace? You ſee, ſays 
the ſame apoſtle, that not many wiſe men af* 
ter the fleſh, not many mighty; not many noble 
are called: but God hath rhoſen the fooliſh things 
of the world to confound the wiſe, and God hath 


choſen the weak things of the world to confound 


the things that are mighty, and baſe things of 
the world, and things that are deſpiſed hath 
God choſen, yea, and things that are not, to bring, 
to nought things that are . 


D Oun 
- + Corin, i, 26; 27 28. 
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- Our Saviour, by chooſing plain and illi- 
terate men to publiſh his religion, obviated 
every ſuſpicion of worldly views; they, from 
their integrity and ſimplicity, were beſt qua- 
lified ro receive and propagate it ; and ſuch 
integrity rendered them the objects of God's 
peculiar care. Thus he ſecured the tranſ- 
miſſion of his religion pure and genuine, 
without any addition or mixture of human 
invention, and made it evident that the 
goſpel was no cunningly deviſed fable, to 
carry on the views of ambition or avarice, 
but was a revelation of the will of God to 
man. The apoſtles of our Lord were, both 
in regard to their number and to their cha- 
racter, fully ſufficient for atteſting what they 
had ſeen and heard, but they were in every 
reſpect incapable of forming a conſiſtent 
ſcheme of falſhood. One of them betrayed 
. his maſter, yet gave teſtimony to his inte- 
grity and innocence; they do not conceal 
this treachery, nay, they donot conceal their 
own faults, Had this religion been of their 
own invention, it muſt have been the higheſt 
pitch of folly for them to have hoped for ſuc- 


cels, 
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ceſs, in an inquiſitive age, amidſt a nation pre- 
cording to the character we have of them, not 
only from themſelves, but from their bitter - 
eſt enemies, ſuch as Julian the apoſtate, they 
were plain illiterate men. Now that perſoris, 
who had neither wit to invent, nor learning 
to adorn, nor eloquence to perſuade, nor 


power to overawe, nor riches to bribe thoſe 


to whom they preached, ſhould triumph over 


the policy and learning of Judea, Greece and 
Rome, ſhould convert ſuch numbers of pre- 


judiced Jews and idolatrous Gentiles, to a 
religion plain and fimple, void of pomp and 
ſplendor, contrary to the eſtabliſhed religion 
of nations, contrary to the laws and powers 
of the world, to the corrupt principles and 
ſtrong, paſſions of mankind, without a Di- 
vine miſſion, is ſurely more extraordinary + 


and incredible than any of the miracles re- 


corded in the goſpel. 


Bur when this religion was ſufficiently 


confirmed and publiſhed to the world, when 
men of learning were converted by thoſe 
D 2 who 

* 
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who had none, that it might not be core 
rupted by bad men, or if corrupted: might 
be ' reſtored to its genuine purity, it was 
reaſonable to employ. learning for preſerv- 
ing the original text, explaining, defend - 
ing, and illuſtrating the true doctrines of 
Chriſtianity ; and happy had it been for 
our religion if theological learning had _ 
paly em Ned in this manner. | 


£ SV Ws 


Ir would not have been ith, to have re- 
jected the countenance and fayour of great 
and eminent men for its protection; ſtill leav- 
ing it (withopt uſing methods of force and 
error) to its own intrinſic truth and the Di- 
vine bleſſing to make its way, and if it had 
not been employed (however Contrary. to its 
original purpoſe) as an engine of acquiring 
power and riches, it would have made its way 
with great ſucceſs, as we truſt in God it ſhall, 
in due time, through the whole world. 


III. Tux third: thing I propoſed, was to 
ſnew in what manner our Saviour and his apoy 
ſtles reached the gol] * with ſuch ſucceſs, 

| I ſt. THEY 
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- 1; Taxr did it with authority, for it 
is ſaid, when our Saviour had finiſhed” his 
ſermon upon the mount, Tue people were 
aſtoniſhed at his doctrine, for he taught them 
as one having authority; und not as "the 
fſeribes *. The ſcribes and Phariſees deli- 


vered the law of Moſes, and the inſtruc- 


tions of the prophets, with ſuch frivolous 
comments, and mingled ſuch trifling and 
troubleſome traditions, ſuch wicked di- 
ſtinctions, and criminal diſpenſations, that 
they perverted the very notions of good 
and evil: they ſubſtituted rites, ceremonies, 
and external performances, in the room of 
moral duties: they made it their buſineſs, 
not ſo much to explain-andenforce the great 
virtues of piety, juſtice and mercy, as to 
teach the people how to evade the obliga- 
tions of them: they turned the letter of the 
law againſt the ſpirit of it. One ſect, the 
Sadducees, denied the immortality of the 
ſoul, and were remarkably licentious: the 
other ſect, the Phariſees, had ſome notion 
of a future ſtate, but all the influence it had 


„ Marth, vi 
1 5 * 2. 


3 
„1 
upon chen was, to make them more exact 
in their ritual obſervances both. of them 
believed, that God was fo partial to the Jews, 
that they deſpiſed aud hatred. all other na- 
tions; and both af them, the Sadducees, 
well as the Phariſees, perſecuted our Saviour 
and his apoſtles: they looked fur a Meſ- 
fiah, but ſuch an one as they thought was to 
conquer the world for them, who, in ſuch a 
character, would not have been a blefling to 
them, bur muſt reed rere, 


Wo find many bebte and exoiliant ſents 
ments in the writings of the ancient philoſo- 
Phers ; but how ſcattered! how mixed with 
idolatry and ſuperſtition! they were employ- 
ed more in confuting one another, than in 
eſtabliſhing truth; and the purer the doc- 
trine of any of them was, the more was he 
hated, as is evident from the death of So- 
crates. Athens, the moſt learned city in the 
world, was given to idolatry; and Socrates 
Himſelf, the parent of philoſophy, whoſe 

| - ſentiments 


fore given many good and excellent inftruc- 


in their morals; natural it is to think, that 
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ſemiments were.modſt refined; comptied with 


the cſabliſhed idolatry of his country, and; 
by recommending it at his death, confirmed 


tions. Among the various ſets of philoſo—- 
phers, it was not eaſy to judge by which 
of them the people were to be governed 


appetite and paſſion would chooſe the moſt 
licentious, the moſt indulgent to. ſenſual 
pleaſure; to this in a great meaſure the 
ſpreading of infidelity is owing, as it al- 
ways had, and will have, the irregular ap- 
petites and paſſions on its fide, and of its 


Bur ſuppoſing a ſcheme of pure morals 
could have been gathered from the writings 
of the philoſophers, yet they had no autho- 
nty to enforce it; nay, ſuppoſing it ſhould 


have been eſtabliſhed by law, yet the autho- 


rity of the civil magiſtrate extended only 
to crimes that affected the public, but could 


not reach the heart, nor reſtrain from ſecret 


wickedneſs. 


=_ 
wickedneſs. They, who are private and 
peaceable in theit intemperance, may fin om 


with  Impunicy; nay thoſe, whoſe tempta- 


tions t& vice ice ar of the Riot Ipreading and: 


pernicious influence, are under the leaſt re- 
ſtraints from the laws of men, and have the 
greateſt probability of evading puniſnment: 
but as theſe laws conſider men as placed in 
ſociety, their chief purpoſes are to ſecure the 
public tranquility, and the private rights 
of. men, and to guard againſt injuſtice, ra- 
ther than to recommend virtue and good- 
neſs in its full extent. Nay; human laws 
are not even of ſufficient authority to re- 
ſtrain from injuries, becauſe the penalties 
annexed to them may be often eluded, or 
ſlightly regarded; for puniſhments cannot 

be always proportioned to crimes, and at 
any rate are but temporal. It is a ſenſe of 
God, as a judge always and intimately pre- 
ſent with us, it is the fear of future puniſh- 
ments, unavoidable and intolerable, that 
overawes the conſcience, gives force to hu- 
man laws, reſtrains from ſecret as well as 
public crimes. Seldom were' rewards made 
any 


A1T1c1½c al, to excel in whatever may dignify our 
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Uny part of the ſanctions of human laws; but 
how does the glorious proſpect of eternal 
| happineſs animate the ſoul, with ardour and 


own nature, and benefit the reſt of mankind? 
It is true, that many of the philoſophers 2 
recommended virtue from its intrinſie beau- 
ty and excellency, from its influence on the 
happineſi of ſociety, and from the hope of 
future rewards; and the fear of future puniſh» 

ments; but cheir arguments for a future ſtate 
vere ſo ſubtile, doubtful, and precarious, and 
their deſcriptions of it ſo low and mean, that 
they could have but little effect upon the 
hearts and lives of men. Our Saviour hath 
brought life and immortality to light by the goſ- 
pel, it is not darkly infinuated, but clearly 
revealed, not mentioned in a few places, but 


interwoven with all his doctrines, all his pre- 


by his reſurrection from the dead, and he 
dieſcribes that happineſs in the nobleſt man- 
ner, as perfectly acquainted with it. 
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wickedneſs. They, who are private and 
—_— in theit intemperance, may ſin on 
with impuni 6 nay thoſe, whoſe tempta- 
tions tf Vice ard 5 of the Molt Tpreading and 
pernicious influence, are under the leaſt re- 
{ſtraints from the laws of men, and have the 
greateſt probability of evading puniſhment: 
but as theſe laws conſider men as placed in 
ſociety, their chief purpoſes are to ſecure the 
public tranquility, and the private rights 
of. men, and to guard againſt injuſtice, ra- 
ther than to recommend virtue and good- 
neſs in its full extent, Nay; human laws 
are not even of ſufficient authority to re- 
ſtrain from injuries, becauſe rhe penalties 
annexed to them may be often eluded, or 

Nightly regarded; for puniſhments cannot 
be always proportioned to crimes, and at 
any rate are but temporal. It is a ſenſe of 
God, as a judge always and intimately pre- 
ſent with us, it is the fear of future puniſh- 
ments, unavoidable and intolerable, - that 
overawes the conſcience, gives force to hu- 
man Jaws, reſtrains from ſecret as well as 
public crimes. Seldom were rewards made 
any 
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Any part of the ſanctions of human laws; but 


how does the glorious proſpect of eternal 
happineſs animatethe ſoul, with ardour and 
Teal, to excel in whatever may dignify our 


own nature, and benefit the reſt of mankind? 


It is true; that many of the philoſophers 
recommended virtue from its intrinſic beau- 
ty and excellency, from its influence on the 


happinels of ſociety, and from the hope of 
future rewards, and the fear of future puniſh» 
ments; but their arguments for a future ſtate 
were ſo ſubtile, doubtful, and precarious, and 
their deſcriptions of it ſo low and mean, that 
they could have but little effect upon the 
hearts and lives of men. Our Saviour hath 
brought life and immortality to light by the goſ- 
el, it is not darkly inſinuated, but clearly 
revealed, not mentioned in a few places, but 
interwoven with all his doctrines, all his pre- 
- cepts, and all his promiſes, and confirmed 


by his reſurrection from the dead; and he 


_ deſcribes that happineſs in the nobleſt man- 
ner, as perfectly acquainted with it. 
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Hs has given us a religion PEN God, 
— of human nature, and productive 
| of the greateſt happine here and hereaf- 
ter, agreeable to our beſt apprehenfions, our 
beſt feelings, our original affections, and our 
nobleſt-paſſions, admiration, love, joy, and 
gratitude. The Heathens had but a very 
- imperfe& knowledge of God, and his mo- 
ral perfections; their knowledge of religion 
muſt therefore have been very imperfect, 
nay, the various foundations, that are ſtill 
aſſigned for moral virtue, make the autho- 
. rity of the ſcriptures, which takes in all the 
foundations of morality, more amm x. 


| Wa EN be zh of the Heathens, and 

the ſuperſtition of the Jews, had corrupted 
them, when ignorance and- vice, the con- 
ſtant attendants of idolatry and ſuperſtition, 
had overſpread the world, the Son of God 
appeared as a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of bis people Iſrael. He hath given 
us juſt notions of the Supreme Being, as abſo- 


lutely perfect, wiſe, juſt, and good; the great 


II; friend and parent of mankind, 
| whom 


1 35 1 
whom we may approach, in all the exerciſee 
of devotion, with a filial confidence; and 
he hath aſſured us of mercy and pardon, 
when we are truly penitent. Of this we 
could never have been aſcertained, without 

a divine revelation, becauſe it is an act of 
grace, He hath given us a perfect rule of 
life, and promiſed a powerful aſſiſtance to 
our ſincere endeavours; he has fummed up 
his lawin love, the moſt active, pleaſant and 
ſteady principle of obedience ; a principle 
that awakens the beſt affections of the hu- 
man heart, and extends its influence to all 
the lines of our duty: he knows the dignity 
and defects of human nature; he conſiders 
mankind as corrupt and wretched; but ca- 
pable of being made pure and happy; he 
has promulgated this law in the name of 
God the ſovereign of the univerſe, My dot- 
trine, faith he, is not mine, but his that ſent | 
ome *, It is not of private invention, as | 
TR of the falſe 3 I ho ſpoke vi- i 
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2 ; but as my father hath taught me, fo I 
ſpeak *, are the words of our Saviour. This 
doctrine was confirmed by propheſies and 
- miracles. He was that great prophet who 
vas to be ſent to the Jews, whom Moſes de- 
| ſcribes as like to him, both a prophet and a 
. lawgiver, but yet ſuperior to him ; unre- 
ſerved obedience was to be paid to him, 
while diſobedience to him was to be re- 
markably puniſhed, which was indeed evi- 
dently manifeſted in the dreadful deſtruc: 
tion of nn | 


He wrought ian that is works, above 
| the powers of nature, miracles of mercy, 
which were done in the moſt open manner, 
before thoſe people to whom he preached, 
and miracles well ſuited to the gracious - 
doctrine he taught. Not only did a multi- 
rude of Jews and Chriſtians give teſtimony 
to the truth of thoſe miracles, but Heathens 
who oppoſed Chriſtianity, ſuch as Lucian, 
TCeelſus, and Julian, who, by aſcribing them 
[- Fo falſe cauſes, graut the truth of them. 
a ; Now, 
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Now, can any thing be more extraordinary, 
than to find ſuch a general aſſent to a thing 
that never exiſted? that ſuch numbers ſhould 
declare they ſaw what they did not ſee, that 
they heard what they did not hear, and that 
they felt what theydid not feel: becauſe wo ſes 
no ſuch thing now, ſhall we reject what has 
been teſtified by ſo many witneſſes, who had 
no temptation of worldy intereſt to deceive, 
nay, who gave this teſtimoney at the hazard 
of their lives? Few there are who have not 
met with ſome extraordinary events in the 
courſe of their lives, which have not occur- 
red to others, but which are not to be denied 
merely, becauſe our ſenſes may ſometimes 
deceive us. The arguments that have of 
late been advanced againſt miracles, purſued 
into their juſt conſequences, would deſtroy all 
moral evidence, the credibility of all hiſtory, 
would prevent all curious and uſeful diſco- 


veries, and, traced to their original principles 


would be found, I am afraid, to terminate 
in Spinoſiſm, or at leaſt in a denial of the 
moral perfections and providence of God. 
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As it is not probable the Iſraelites would 
have ever ſubmitted to a yoke of rites and 
ceremonies without an atteſtation from hea- 
ven, ſo it is as improbable that the Jews 
would have given up thoſe rites and ceremo- 
nies which had been inſtituted by God, and 
to which they had been long accuſtomed, 
without being convinced by more extraor- 
dinary miracles; and by ſach was our Sa- 
viour's authority — 


nen dodtine es not by a fo 


prophecies, ber by a ſeries of prophecies ; 
not by a few miracles, but by a train of 


miracles. A few events agreeable to a few 
prophecies might have been thought to be 
accidental; had a few miracles only been 


wrought, the belief of them might have 


been aſcribed to artifice on the one hand, 


and credulity on the other: but when we 


ice a ſeries of prophecies above all human 
wiſdom and ſagacity to foreſee, a train of 
miracles. above all human power to effect, 


united in favour of a religion, excellent in 


itſelf and beneficial to the world, to which 


1 39 1 
— PIES, which 
ſucces no eloquence, no riches, no power 


of the great, and no public laws contributed: 


nay, which the learning and wiſdom of the 
world tried in vain to confute, which eſta- 
bliſhed laws gave authority to diſcourage, 
and cruel perſecutions for à long time endea- 
voured to extirpate: may we not conclude, 
that the great Teacher of it had full autho- 


rity from God to publiſh it to the world? 
Nov, of what mighty advantage is it to be 


to know aſſuredly what is the will of God 


upon which our happineſs depends? to have 


a compleat and adequate rule of life, a great 
and noble end to purſue? What a pleafure 


is it to a traveller to know that he is in the 


right road} What high veneration then, 
what 'chearful obedience do we owe to an 


authority ſo awful, ſo amiable, Te GEE 7 
Tux apoſtles derive er authority from 


Joſe Chriſt, who gave them a commiſſion 
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POTS 
[4 ] 
the end of the world; who endued them 
with a power of working miracles in his 
name, and particularly with the gift of 
tongues; who fortified them againſt all the 
dangers to which they ſhould be expoſed in 
_ propagating his religion; and inſpired them 
with joy under the greateſt ſufferings: and 
they were RENE to the truſt OE in 
them, 


Wnar authority the miniſters of religion 
have is founded upon the word of God, but 
which gives no dominion over mens faith, 
Our duty it is, with all patience to inſtru 
the ignorant, with all long - ſuffering to in- 
form the erroneous, with all affection to 

confirm the wavering and the doubtful; with 
the moſt tender compaſſion to comfort the 
afflicted, and revive the deſponding foul, 
with all prudent zeal to reprove, and with 
all earneſtneſs and love to reclaim the 
wicked, and with all pious ardour to excite 

the flothful, and awaken the ſecure. Our 
duty it is to ſpeak to the heart, and warmly 
to 1 Wy power of the ſoul; the un» 
| derſtanding 


[ 42 
derſtanding with truth, the imagination 
with lively deſcription, the paſſions with 
the moſt ſtriking and affecting motives, and 
the conſcience with the authority of God 
and the awe of an eternal world: but we 
have no authority to obtrude upon man- 
kind our own inventions and ſpeculations, 
much leſs to mingle our own prejudices and 
angry paſſions with the oracles of God, and 
the ſacred truths of 2 


 2dly. Ovn bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles 
preached the goſpel in the plaineſt manner, 
which hath always an air of candour and ſin- 
cerity, and whereby the labour of tedious en- 
quiry is prevented. Before his appearance it 
was very difficult to underſtand true religion, 
it was ſo corrupted by the imaginations, paſſi- 
ons, luſts, and ſuch inventions as were favour- 
able to the prejudices, appetites and intereſts 
of men. The knowledge of wiſdom and vir- 
tue is not now confined- to the ſchools of 
philoſophers, but laid open in a ſhort, clear, 
and intelligible manner to the meaneſt ca- 
pacity. Two things are obſervable in the 


Pa E728 goſpel, 
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duty it is to ſpeak to the heart, and warmly 
to wares every power of the ſoul; the uns 
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the end of the world; who endued them 


with a power of working miracles in his 


name, and particularly with the gift of 


tongues ; who fortified them againſt all the 
dangers to which they ſhould be expoſed in 


- propagating his religion; and inſpired theni 
with joy under the greateſt ſufferings: and 


they were TRENT to the truſt a. in 
chem. Y 


War eurticelty the miniſters of religion 
have is founded upon the word of God, but 


which gives no dominion over mens | faith, 
Our duty it is, with all patience to inſtruct 
the ignorant, with all Jong-ſuffering to in- 
form the erroneous, with all affection to 
confirm the wavering and the doubtful, with 


the moſt tender compaſſion to comfort the 


afflicted, and revive the deſponding ſoul, 


with all prudent zeal to reprove, and with 


all earneſtneſs and love to reclaim the 7 


wicked, and with all pious ardour to excite 
the flothful, and awaken the ſecure. Our 
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derſtanding with truth, the imagination, | 
with lively deſcription, the paſſions with 
the moſt ſtriking and affecting motives, and 

the conſcience with the authority of God 
and the awe of an eternal world: but we 
haye no authority to obtrude upon man- 
kind our own inventions and ſpeculations, 

much leſs to mingle our own prejudices and 
angry paſſions with the oracles of God, and 

the facred truths of ns: 


_ adly, Ov bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles | 
preached the goſpel in the plaineſt manner, 
which hath always an air of candour and ſin- 


cerity, and whereby the labour of redious en- 

quiry is prevented. Before his appearance it 
was very difficult to underſtand true religion, 
it was ſo corrupted by thei imaginations, paſſi- 
ons, luſts, and ſuch inventions as were favour- 
able to the prejudices, appetites and intereſts 
of men. The knowledge of wiſdom and vir- 
tue is not now confined- to the ſchools of 
philoſophers, but laid open in a ſhort, clear, 
and intelligible manner to the meaneſt ca- 
pacity. Two things are obſervable 1 in the 


8 | F | goſpel 
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"_ the ſublime of thought, and ſimpli- 
city of ſtile. There appeared in our Lord 
no crafty deſign to impoſe upon the people, 
no ſUlf-intereſted view ; he uſed no myſtical 
initiations, no hidden rites z he taught no 
fecret doctrines which he concealed from 
the world ; he publiſhed his religion to the 
unlearned as well as to the learned; to thoſe 
of a low as well as of a high degree of un- 
derſtanding ; to thoſe who were obliged to 
employ a great part of their time in mak- 
ing neceſſary proviſion for their fubliſtence, 
as well as to thoſe who had#ifure and in- 
clination to enquire into the nature and de- 
ſign of it; he could have ſpoken in the moſt 
fublime manner, as God did heretofore to 
Job and his friends; he could have expreſ- 
fed his thoughts in the moſt elegant ſtile, 
adorned with all the flowers of rhetoric, in 
che ſtricteſt propriety of language, and in 
the moſt harmonious periods; but he adapt- 
ed his diſcourſe to the capacities of his hear- 
ers, even of the meaneſt, whoſe knowledge 
was as low as their condition of life, har 
al men might know ** the leaſt 1 
8 . the 


. 
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the greateſt ; yet with all this condeſcen- 
ſion he preſerves an amiable dignity. Plate 
gives us the ſentiments of Socrates, that he 
might in their own ſtile confute the So- 
phiſts, thoſe falſe but plauſible declaimers, 
who impoſed upon the people by their pom- 
pous language and proud pretences to fur 
perior knowledge, wit and genius; but what 
attention of mind does it ſometimes require 
ro underſtand his meaning, and to inveſti- 
gate the truths he would eſtabliſh, which 
ſometimes he endeavours to illuſtrate from 
muſic and numbers, in a manner and terms 
inexplicable? But our Saviour ſpoke to the 
people in a language familiar to all. Some 
idioms, or peculiar ways of ſpeaking, there 
are in it, as in all languages, but theſe were 
well known, and which are now ſo caſy to 
be underſtood, that literal tranſlations of 
the goſpel are generally the beſt. | 


THE important and neceſſary doctrines 
of Chriſtianity are clearly revealed, frequent- 
ly repeated, and ſtrongly inculcated. Our 

Fs Saviour 


Jem. x10. 34. 


n 

Saviour firſt endeavours to remove the pre- 
judices of his hearers, that he may prepare 
their minds to receive his heavenly doctrine; 
like a wiſe builder who clears the founda - 
tion that he may rear a firm and laſting 
ſtructure. Sometimes he teaches by plain 
maxims; ſometimes by well known pro- 
verbs; ſometimes by ſhort and affecting 
arguments; often by parables, an ancient 
and delightful method of inſtruction; a me- 
thod leaſt apt to provoke or irritate, beſt 
calculated to convey knowledge in the eaſi - 
eſt manner, and by which they were led to 
teach, admoniſh and _— IN | 


Hz. takes eiae to inſtil into their 
minds the moſt uſeful and falutary truths 
from objects that preſented themſelves, or 
from the conditions and circumſtances of 
thoſe to whom he ſpoke; from the ordi- 
nary occurrences of life, or extraordinary 
events in the Jewiſh hiſtory ; from the com- 
mon employments of men, the ſeaſons of 
the year, the ſolemnities of the Fewiſh re- 
ligion, or remarkable places in the land of 
Judea; 


L as ] 

. Judea: he delivered his longeſt diſcourſe 
from a mountain, not only in'conformity 

to Moſes his receiving the law on Mount 
Sinai, and to the cuſtom of pronouncing 


bleſſings from Mount Gerizzim *,' bur-alfo 
that, having a larger proſpect of cities, vil- 
lages, fields and gardens, and from various 
objects open to their view, he might take 
occaſion to ſix the moſt lively impreſſions 
of Divine truths upon their minds. This 
might be illuſtrated by many inſtances, and 
the attending to this will ſerve to explain 


many paſſages of the — in th moſt 


beautiful manner. 


Fw are el. of underſtanding ab- 
ſtract reaſonings, ſubtile ſpeculations, and 
philoſophical diſquiſitions. In a long train 
of reaſonings, ſome obſcure words may be 
intermingled, which may weaken the force 
of the evidence; therefore, to relieve the at- 
rention, the doctrines of our Saviour are 
mixed with hiſtorical facts, which give them 
a greater credibility, Truths, though im- 

portant, 


Dent. xvii. 13, 


[ 46 ] 
when cloathed in a dreſs, and illuſtrated by 
ſimilitudes, and\images familiar to the ſenſes, 
were preſently entertained, gave delight, and 
were as well remembered as the ſimilitudes 
oy 5 — which wy were illuſtrated. 

* } 

Som Edi patubtes nene 
dem to have been obſcure, but theſe were 
only ſuch as diſcovered truths that were 
extremely difagreeable. Of this ſort were 
the calling of the Gentiles ;. the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, and the rejection of the Jews: 
a diſcovery, which that envious and haugh- 
ty nation could not well bear, and which, 
if fully laid open, might have provoked them 
to lay violent hands upon him, before he had 
finiſhed his miniſtry, and ſufficiently confirm» 
ed his doctrine. Thus the evangeliſt Mark, 
aſter the parable of the ſower, adds, Aud 
With many ſuch parables, ſpake be the word to 
them, as they were able to bear it *. Though 
he never gratiſied a vain and captious Curio» 
e 


F Mark iv. 33. 
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their own, they are not ſolicirons to obvi- 
ate any obje&ions, nor do they diſguiſe ny 
facts; all is plain, natural, and unadorned. 
They preached his doctrine, Nur with excel- 
lency of ſpeech, or the enticing words of mau's 
wiſdom ; but in the demonſiration of the ſpirit 
and of powers that our faith might not fland-in 
A EPs. eee eee 


Ir is trait, ahac bene ices 
paſſages in their epiſtles, but the difficulty 
ariſes from the controverſies that were then 
warmly agitated between. the Jews and Gen- 
tiles; this however muſt give great credi- 
bility to thoſe epiſtles; for, hat could be 
more natural, than that there ſhould have 


ty, yet he never diſoouraged a fincere and = 
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. ld, How can the doctrines of Chriſtianity 


in a reyelation from God, in doctrines that 


[ 48 } 


| Jews? and whether, if admitted, they ſhould 


be obliged to obſerve the rites-gnd ceremo- 
nies of the law of Moſes? Theſe and the 
like queſtions made it neceſſary for the a- 
poſtles to enter deeply into the meaning of 
the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, to en- 
quire accurately into the religion of the Jews, 
and the ſituation of the Gentiles; but no- 
thing can be more plainly expreſſed than 
the great doctrines of Chriſtianity, and the 
rules of life, which are interſperſed through 
all the epiſtles, as in all theſe controverſies 
they never ſeparate truth from duty; and 
have thereby taught us, not to indulge emp- 
ty and fruitleſs ſpeculations, which many 
ſince their times have done, ae e 


z4 oY 
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be thought tobe clear and plainly revealed, 
which contain ſo many myſteries above our 


reaſon and conception? -but is it not reaſon- 
able to think, that there ſhould be myſteries 


relate 
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nice? A thing id not falſe becauſo it is ihe = 


vomprehenſiblea a mathematicab demon- 


hended by thoſe who are not acquainted 
_ with-ithar ſcidnce. There care numberleſs 
relations of things; which, for:want-of cleat 
ideas, art not diſcerned by us. Now; ſuch 
indiſctrnahle relations, when | propoſed: to 
us, ate myſterious: accidents exiſt in ſome 
ſubſtunce, but have we any clear notion of 
ſuhſtance? The capacities of mankind are 
very different: what is not comprehended 
byi the bulk of men, may yet be underſtood 
by ane of deep ſagacity. What implies a con- 
tradiction indeed cannot be believed by any 
man, as the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, 
the:very terins of which daſtroꝝ each other: 

but this is not the caſe of any of the doc- 
wines of Chriſtianity; there may be a great 
diſproportion between the object and our uns 
derftauding; the terms of 4 propofition may 


be well underſtood, but not the connection 
of them. If the Scriptures art the word of 
God, and theſe myſteries be contained in 
E 


the 
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ſtration is not falſe becauſe it is not compte 
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che Seripturts, chanted) car Gaighy, 
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Ir may be thought, hat Chriſtian morals 
ſhould have been delivered in a regular and 
compleat ſyſtem; that their connection with 
one another ſhould have been deduced from. 
ſirſt principles ; that our duty, in all the re-: 
lations, conditions and circumſtances of life, 
thould * been ee and Preciſtiy 
haverchuired?: How —— | 
poſſible to adjuſt thoſe rules to every particu- 
lar cirrumſtance? What labour maſt have 
been neceſſary to underſtand them? .Qur 
Saviour hath taken à muchplainer, ſhortem, 
and more effectual method of acquainting 
s with our duty, by recommending char p- 
rity of intention, that honeſt of heart, that 
dove of truth, that love to God, and cha- 
rity to men, chat inviolable regard to con- 
ſcience, to the awful authority; of Gad, 10 
eee of religion and r 


"A future 


1 


future ſtate of retribution, that will not a 
in che Scriptures but will powerfully enforce = 
the practice of it, and will guard us againſt 
all dangerous errors; at leaſt if, with ſinee- 
rity and integrity of diſpoſition, we endear 
pour to know God, and his will; the erron 
we fall into ſhall not be dangerous to us: for, 
2 qur minds will be thus prepared for the 
divine influence of the ſpirit of light, ſo we 
may hope, from his infinite goodneſs in Jefus | 
oy es mt ugrs at mon BE} 
ung numibot otra of ene -2 
vor au, if the weer cn 
be ſo plain and perſpicuous, whence have ſo 
Achiſms ariſen in the church? TO avoid 
theſe, ſhall, we take refuge in philoſophy? 
Who knows not how many diſputes and do- 
bates the philoſophers had about the nature, 
number and characters of their gods, about 
The chief good and happineſs of man? Shall 
ve take refuge in the church of Rome that 
eee eee eee 
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explained the words in — 
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ednrrary ede ene, d pd; chat ub 
verts the foundations of all morality, and 
hath always been attended with ighorance 
and ſuperſtition, with tyranny over the con- 
ſciences of men, wp cke moſt eruel _— Fl 
eution, antitits to? rar Hen Kit. 


«ef oh; 4h ot : 1 
ont Wart bus Doo wonk OJ THOV, 


Wx have eee catalogue of he- 
reſies from ſome of the ancient fathers, but 
they havę been multiplied; without reaſon; 
many of them were concerning matters of 
little moment, many of them about words; 


but many ſuch; controverſies might ſoon 


have been determined, if the diſputants 
would have done in the beginning. what is 
ſometimes done aſter a debate hath been 
carried on for à long time and with great 
warmth, that is, deſmed the terms, and 
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— is not to be — — there were 
very dangerous hereſies broached in the 
primitive times: what was the effect? it 
Was __ to excite pious and ell diſpoſed 
E | perſons 
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perſons to ſtarch “ The Scripmtes; anddte 
guard againſt all interpolations and corrup- 
tions of the ſacred text. It is a very wes 


markable proof af che care of Divine Pro- 


through all the ages of —— 


of Rome preſer ved them in their purity; 


and, together with their own corruptions, 


inviolably — — confutation * 
Naish in the forgeries of 2 wwriciogp 
to ſupport their ſuperſtition and \ increaſe 
their power and riches. ' As the ſtudy of 
the Scriptures is the great duty of all Chri- 
ſtians, ſo in a particular manner of the 
teachers of youth, and miniſters of the go- 


ſpel, that, from their acquaintance! with 


them, they may bo able to communicate 
the ſalutary truths of religion in a way 
ſuited to the in 1 ee 
1 che meaneſt. 
n 2 . * 948 
wean aliens on/enn acts 
julio, the flow progreſs of reaſon, the 
| difficulty | 
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vidence, with regard to the Soriptures, that, 


4 7. 


difficulty. of giving ſtrict attention even to 
thivgs-of great importance; did we conſi- 
der how weak the underſtandings of many 
are; how little time, and, very often, how 
little inclination they have to employ them- 
&lves in religious exerciſes z/how they are 
entangled: in errors, hurried away with paſ- 6 

fion, and how confirmed by habit; how 
their minds are poſſeſſed with earthly and 
ſenſual thoughis; and how incapable of 
purſuing a long train of abſtract reaſoning: 
we would ſurely ſtudy ſimplicity more than 
ſometimes Wwe do. There is a beauty in 
ſuch ſimplicity; that not only charms the 
ear, and gives light to the underſtanding, 
but captivates the heart. Though this 
manner appears to the hearers ſo natural 
and eaſy, that they are apt to think they 


themſelves would fall into it, were they to 


ſpeak on the ſame ſubject, yet it is acquired 
with greater difficulty than a pompous ſtile 
and meaſured periods, or - ſcholaſtic terms, 
and philoſophical language. Here we may 
apply the words of the apoſtle, If the trum- 
1 ove an uncertain ſound who ſhall prepare 

| baſe 
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Ady Oun blefſcd Saviourand-his apoſtles 
taught and preached with the moſt uffeo» 
tionate zeal for the hondur of God und tie 
happineſs of mankind. Hk fervent charich 
to man was the effect of his ardent o o 
God; denrer to him was our happinef than 
his own blood, which he ſhed as an aon 
in a way confiſtenc wich dhe authority uf 
his law and the wiſe ends of his (poverny | 
ment. Fe ſonght nor hin on gfory, bus the 
to the bodies und ſouls of men; to the 
body chat he might fave che Lou. He wu 
about all the cities aua villages rrarlyng in rte 
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tiſeaſe amoiigſt the. people v. All the dy he 
travelled about to preach and work mira 
Ges ſuited to his benevolent religion, and at 
night he prayed for ſucceſs. How was hae 
tranſported with joy when the offers of his 
grace were accepted? and how did he mourn 
over thoſe who rejected them? Thus did he 
aleatly Fulfil the prophecy of Iſaiah, He ſhal 
Feril hit floct like a ſbeplerd l he ſhall gather the 
lambs itlo hit arm, and tarry them in his bo- 
fom, and gently lead thoſe that are with young. 
He ſhall not crygnor lift up; nor cauſe his voice 
to be hearũ in the ſtreet. 2 a bruiſed reed ſhall 
be not breaks: and the ſmoking flax ſball he nat 
quench, till he all bring; forth judgment unto = 
victory f. He had all the nobleſt feelings 
of humanity, the moſt tender compaſſion, 
and the warmeſt affection for his friends, 
for his country, for mankind: he uſes every 
argument, every motive proper to influence 
the mind of man. Wich what carneſtne 
does he exhort and importune the Jews 
to comply with the. kindeſt offers of his 
uy 0 On-the laſt day of the feaſt of taber 


nacles, 


W 29 — 52 * 
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bacles, when they went with great joy to 
draw water from the fountain of Siloam, 
Jeſur ſtood and cried, If any man thirſt, let hint 
come to me and drink; and out of his belly ſhall 
Flow rivers of living water *; that is, ſpiri- 
tua linſtruction, and the doctrine of eternal 
life, which to the ſoul, that earneſtly de- 
fires wiſdom and happineſs, i is a greater re- 
freſhment than natural water is to a thirſty 
body: bur when they were ſo obſtinate as 
to deſpiſe his divitie inſtruction, and 10 re- 
Jed the coumſel of God apainſt themſeFves; and 
when he foreſaw the dreadful deſtruction 
bf Jeruſalem, that ungrateful city, where he 
had preached the moſt gracious dottrines, 
and wrought the moſt merciful miracles ; 
where he was ſoon to ſuffer a moſt ignomi- 
nious and tormenting death; yet over this 
city and its guilty inhabitants does he ſhed 
rears in the moſt compaſſionate manner, 
and breaks out into a ſtrain of the moſt 
tender reſentmient, 0 Jeruſalem, Feruſalem, 
thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them 
that are ſent unto thee, how often would I have 
H gathered 
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* John vil. 37. 
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&es ſuited coils benevolimrilligionpckber oN 
night he prayed for ſucceſs How'was he 
tranſported with joy when the offers of his 
grace were dccented ? and hom did he mourn 
ever thoſe who rejected them ? Thus. did:ho = 
alently fulſil the prophecy of Iſaiah, He /ball 
Eu bit fioct dike a ſhepberd i he ſhall gather the 
lambs owithbis. arm, and turry them in his bo- 
ti che hearil in the ſtreett: azbriuſed reed ſhall 
 ymenaby rill he hail: bring, forth Judgment unto 
victory f. He had all the nobleſt feelings 
of humanity, che moſt tender compaſſion, 
and the Manneſt mor his friends, 
for his cbuntey, for mankind: hej uſes every 
arguments every motive proper to influence 
the mind. vf man. Wich what earneſtnoſſ 
does he exhort and importune the Jews 
to comply with the kindeſt offars of his 
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Jeſur ſtood and cried, If any man thirſt, let him 
tome to me and drink} and out of his belly ſhall 


Row rivers of living water *; that i is, ſpiri- 
tua linſtruction, atid the doctrine of eternal 
life; which to the ſoul, that earneſtly de- 
fires wiſdom and happineſs, is a greater re- 
freſhment than natural water is to a thirſty 
body: büt when they were ſo obſtinate as 
to deſpiſe his divitie inſtruction, and to re- 


Jett the coumſel of God againſt thimſebver; and 


when he forefaw the dreadful” deſtruction 
df Jeruſalem, that ungrateful city, where he 
had preached the moſt gracious dottrines, 
and wrought the moſt merciful miracles ; 
Where he was ſoon to ſuffer a moſt ignomi- 
nious and tormenting death; yer over this 
city and its guilty inhabitants does he ſhed 
tears in the moſt compaſſionate manner, 
and breaks out into a ſtrain of the moſt 
tender reſentmient, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, 
"thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them 
that are ſent unto thee, how often would I have 
* ̃ gathertd 
4 jaw nin} | 


bicles; when they went with great Joy to 
Uraw water from the fountain of Siloam, - 
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gathered thy children together, even as a her 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not? Behold your houſe is left unto you 
defolate . When he firſt appeared to his diſ- 
ciples after he was riſen from the dead, with 
what affection does he thus addreſs them? 
Peace be unto you . When he diſcourſed with 
his diſciples going to Emmaus, there was ſuch 
affability in his converſation, ſuch ſtrength 
and perſpicuity in his arguments, ſuch autho- 
rity and efficacy in his words, that after he 
was gone, they ſaid one to another, Did nat 
our hearts burn within us, while he talked with 
us by the way, NS fe re 
Scriptures Þ? | 


| Ta E apoſttes, to whom our Saviour com- 
mitted the propagation of his goſpel as a 
facred truſt, and whom he endued with abi- 
lities for that purpoſe, fully perſuaded of the 
importance and neceſſity of it for the ſalva- 
tion of mankind, did, with indefatigable la- 
bourand with the moſt difintereſted zeal, diſ- 
charge the duties of their high office; they 
addreſſed 


* Matth, lll. 37, 38, 4 xx, 19. J Luke xxiv. 33. 


1 

addreſſed the reaſon, the affections and con- 
ſcience of mankind in ſo moving and pa- 
thetic a manner, that, by the Divine bleſ- 
ſing, great numbers were converted to the 
Chriſtian faith: ſuch, in particular, was the 
effect of the firſt ſermon Peter preached to 
' 2 great multitude of Jews, many of whom 
had been inſtrumental in the crucifixion of 
Chriſt, and who, ſtung with remorſe, cried 
out, Men and brethren, what ſhall we do * ? 
The apoftle Paul, when a priſoner before Fe- 
lix, a very corrupt judge, proſecuted by the 
high prieſt and chief men of theSanhedrim, 
who had accuſed him of very heinous crimes, 
and who expected a very ſevere ſentence a- 
gainſt him, yet regardleſs of his own ſafety, 
and unawed with the pompand terror of the 
tribunal, before which he ſtood, reaſoned in 
ſo ſtrong and convincing a manner, againſt. 
the vices of which his judge was guilty, that 
Felix trembled f. This great apoſtle every- 
where expreſſes and demonſtrates his affec- 
tionate and ardent zeal for the ſalvation of 
his countrymen, and of all thoſe to whom he 


H 2 preached 
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preached or wrote epiſtles. To tlie Corin- 
thians he ſays, Who is weak, and I am not 
aveak ? who ug offended, and I burn not 2. 
Who is weak, and I do not compaſſionate 
him? who js offended, or ready to fall from 


his profeſſion, and I burn not with zeal ta 


recover him. And to the Philippians, Zea, 
and if I be offered pon the ſacriſice and ſer- 


vice of your faith, I j Joy and rgjgice with you f. 


4 How then ſhould all this animate the 


teachers of the religion of Chriſt. with a 
holy zeal for the honour of God, and the 
ſalvation of thoſe who are committed to 
their charge! With what fervency ſhould 
we publiſh the amiable declarations of the 
goſpel, to encourage the penitent, and its 
awful threatenings, to alarm the guilty! 
Our paſſions are- a part of our frame, are 
cloſely connected with reaſon, and may be 
made ſubſervient to the intereſts of true re- 
ligion. With what ſimplicity ſhould we ex- 


plain, and with what earneſtneſs enforce its 


great truths, ſo az to excite hope, comfort, 
8 and 
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and joy in the breaſts: of good men, and 
fear, ſhame, and remorſe in the conſcien- 
ces of bad men? If we ourſelves ſtrongly 
feel, we will make others feel too, the lan- 
guage of che heart, dictated, not by pride, 
yain glory, or the love of applauſe, but, by 
the ſpirit of true piety, will penetrate che 
hearts of the hearers, and fix their atten- 
tion; will ſend them away ſilent and ſeri- 
| ous, not ſo much applauding the preacher, 
as condemning themſelves, reſolving to com- 
ply with the exhortations that have been 
given them, and cheriſhing the good 
thoughts and diſpoſitions that have been 
awakened in them. But if a preacher of 
the everlaſting goſpel ſhould be cold and 
pnaffected, if he ſhould be known to be ſelf- 
iſh, ambitious, panting for applauſe, and 
greedily graſping at thoſe enjoyments he 
yould perſuade others to forſake, his diſ- 
courſes; however elegant, would have but 
little effect; he might pleaſe, but he would 
not influence the heart, or make any laſting 
impreſſion upon the mind, but be like a 
noſe-gay of beautiful flowers, pleaſant to the 
s | | eye, 
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eye, and fragrant to the ſmell, but which 
foon withers away. If Demoſthenes, fired 
with a love of his country, and a love of 
libercy, immediately ſeizes our attention, 


inflames our heart, ſtrikes us with things, 


not words, ſo that we forget the orator, 
and think of nothing but of liberty, and of 
blaſting the deſigns of fraud and tyranny; 
have not we infinitely nobler objects, more 
intereſting concerns, and more extenſive 
proſpects to warm our hearts, kindle our 
zeal, and invigorate our addreſſes? Short 
is our time of doing good; ſoon will the 
tongue of the preacher be ſilent; ſoon will 
the ear of the hearer be deaf; ſoon will an 
eternal world open upon us; happy that ſer- 
vaut, whom his Lord, when be cameth, Jour 


Jud Hittgil. 


Laſtly, oon bleſſed Saviour has illuſtrat- 
ed, recommended and confirmed his doc- 
trine by à perfect and familiar example; as 
his religion was deſigned to be univerſal, ſo 
was his example formed for the imitation 
of all, There i is in every genius ſomething, 

peculiar 


1631 
peculiar, and from ſuch variety, according 
to.the wiſe order of Providence, many ad- 
vantages are derived to {ociety, What was 
peculiar to him as the great Frophet ſent by 
God, cannot be imitated by us; but his ex- 
ample, as far as-it is adapted to our con- 
dition and circumſtances, is abſolutely per- 
fect, and a pattern of equal extent with the 
rules he hath given us. Here there is no 
contraſt of good and bad qualities, but an 
uniform tenor of goodneſs runs through 
the whole. What he commanded others 
to do, he did himſelf. Plato ſays, That if 
virtue were to appear in a viſible form, it 
would charm mankind ; and, may it not be 
ſaid, That it hath been fully exhibited in the 
life of our Divine Saviour. He not only 
opened the paths to happineſs, but walked 
before us and imoothed the ways 


Iu She oe Ht it be wal 
known, were patterns of debauchery, and 
the luſts of their votaries were warmed at 
their 'altars. The philoſophers. faid many 


. 
1y bved like other men; who, for inſtance 
can forbear to deſpiſe Seneca, always e 
preſſing a contempt of wealth, and a diſte- 
gard of death; yet coritinually amaſſing 
wealth, and offering all that wealth to fave 
his life? By this inconſiſtent and mean 
manner of acting, he deſtroyed al the effect 


of his poopie” * * 


Ov Saviour was not like the ſcribes and 
Phariſees, the teachers of the Jewiſh church, 
who ſaid, but did not; laid heavy burdens up- 
5 on others, but would nor ; rouch them with one f 


their n. 

To be pious EP God withotit "TR 
ſtition, to be juſt without rigor, and chart 

= table without oſtentation; to govern our 

| appetites and paſſions, to deny ourſelves, to 

| overcome the world, to reſiſt the charms of 
Pleaſure and ambition, to be unmoved with 
unjuſt reproach, meek under great provo- 
cations, patient under cruel perſecution, to 
do good and ſuffer evil, cheſe are all hard 
leſſons, but neceſſary to be practiſed in or- 
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der to. our happineſs, and. of all theſe out 
Saviour has ſet us a perfect example; he did 
not think it enough to give us pure precepts, 
enforced with precious promiſes and dread- 
ful threatenings; he did not think it enough 
to confirm his doctrine by a ſeries of pro- 
phecies and miracles, but, to complete his 
deſign, he was a pattern of all goodneſs. 


Tux examples of the beſt men are de- 
fective. The more we are charmed with 
their excellencies, the more apt we are to 
overlook their blemiſhes; ; dazzled with the 
luſtre of their good qualities, we are blind 
to their faults, in danger of miſtaking their 
defects for virtues, and of glorying in making 
them the objects of our imitation, incapable 
of riſing to their excellencies, we ſometimes 
meanly affect to be like them in their i im- 
perfections; but in him we have an infallible 
guide, by the imitation of whom, ſo far as 
he is propoſed a pattern to us, we cannot 
err; his life was a clear and full cranſcript 
of his doctrine, and his doctrine was divine. 


1 Hrs 
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Hs apoſtles were as zealous to adorn 
the doctrine they taught by their holy and 
exemplary lives, as they were to preach and 
propagate it to the world; in proof of this 
they could appeal to God the ſearcher of 
the heart, they could appeal to thoſe who 
knew them; Ye are witneſſes, ſays the apoſtle 
Paul to the Theſſalonians, and God alſo, how 
holily, and juſtly, and unblameably, we behaved 


. ourſehves among you that believe, and charged 


every one of you, as a father doth his children, 
that you would walk worthy of God, who hath 
called you to his kingdom and glory *. 80 
powerful an influence had the doctrine and 
example of the apoſtles, that Origen chal 
lenges his adverſaries to compare the prac- 
tice of the Heathens with that of the Chri- 
ſtians, in the ſame rank, degree, and condi- 
tion, and then to declare, whether even the 
worſer ſort of Chriſtians, did not far excel 
the very beſt of the Heathens of the ſame 
rank . And Julian, who was devoted to 


ſuperſtition, acknowledges, that the ſanctity 


of life, and the exemplary charity of Chri- 


ſtians, 


® x Theſſ. ii. 10, 11. + Orig. contra Celſum, lib. 3. p. 466. 
Ed. Benedict. | 


t a 1) 
ſtians, not only to thoſe of their own pro- 
feſſion, but to their enemies, had prevailed 
upon many to deſpiſe the gods; and that 
the moſt ſucceſsful method of reſtoring the 
ancient worſhip, would be to reform their 
lives according to their example. 


SUCH ſhould be the practice of all the 
teachers and miniſters of religion. The beſt 
writers upon eloquence make it an eſſential 
rule, that an orator ſhould be a good man, 
and they do ſo even when the pleadings were 
to be about judiciary matters; how much 
more does it become a preacher of the ever- 
laſting goſpel of Chriſt, co enforce his doc- 
trine by a holy life? there is ſurely a diffe- 
rence in characters; what may be indulged 
to one man, is not decent in another. Re- 
ligion never appears ſo lovely as in action; 
this will not only demonſtrate that it is a- 
miable in itſelf, but alſo that it is practicable. 
What a pain muſt it be to thoſe who are 
little acquainted with the life and power of 
aalen, to ſpeak of things in which they 

1 have 
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have no delight, of which they have no 


feelings, and which they are only prompted 
to do from low and mercenary views *? Can 
ſuch perſons teach with that open freedom, 
that liberal aſſurance, that earneſt and pa · 
thetic manner, which can only flow from a 
good and clear conſcience, and from a live- 
ly impreſſion of divine things? They who- 
cannot judge of reaſonings are judges of 
practice, and common it is, to transfer a 
contempt of the preacher to religion itſelf. 
How ſhocking muſt it be to hear the truths 
of God delivered by a wicked man, by a 
profane difſembler, and a deteſtable hypo- 
crite, to hear one deſcribe the danger of an 
impenitent ſinner, and yet live in the practice 
of thoſe ſins againſt which he in the moſt 
ſolemn manner denounces the moſt dread- 
ful threatenings? But a good example will 
give authoriry and weight to arguments, 
it will be an excuſe for many failings, will 
ſupply ſome defects, and be always accom- 
anied with ſuitable regard. But if a teach- 


| er of religion ſhould forget his own charac» 


ter, 
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ter, is it any wonder that others ſhould for- 
get it too, and treat him with that con- 
tempt he deſerves? Many are diſcouraged 
from the practice of religion, becauſe of the 
difficulties they are to encounter, or, if they 
make ſome faint attempts, are apt, when 
expoſed to temptations, to look upon it as 
impoſſible to be practiſed; but the pious life 
of a miniſter is a proof to the contrary, will 
make ſinners aſnamed of their ſloth, and re- 
ligion to appear in a lovely form. Thus ſhall 
we be the ſalt of the earth to preſerve it from 
corruption, and lights held out-to thoſe that ſit 
in aarkneſs, to lead them in the 4 to happineſs 


Fou All that hands been faid, doth it 
not appear evident, that Jeſus was a teacher 
ſent from God to bleſs mankind, and that 
indeed he was the Meſſiah? Did ever any 
- ſuch perfect character exiſt? or, if it never 
did, how could the apoſtles, who were illi- 
terate men, be 1 4 77 of forming it? 


Tux moſt candid mnichss of judging of 
Chriſtianity i is to conſider it as one ſcheme 
| which 
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which will be found tobe all conſiſtent, where) 


in the ſeveral parts, as the ſtones of an arch, 
are connected with and ſupport each other, 
Some ſeparate points may give occaſion for 
debates, and be attended with ſome difficul- 
ty, but we ought not to judge of the ſtrength 
of particular objections till we have impar- 
tially. conſidered revelation in its full extent 


and natural ſimplicity, What Lord Bacon 


ſays of ſcience in general, may be well ap- 
plied ro Chriſtianity, © Were it not better 
« (fays he) in order to take a full view of 
6 a noble hall to ſet up one great light, 
e than-with a ſmall lamp to look into every | 
* ſeparate corner *, Many of the objec» 
tions that have been propoſed- againſt the 
Chriſtian religion, if attentively conſidered 
and candidly examined, may indeed be turn» 
ed into argument in its favour: for inſtance, 
Can 


© ® FrenIN ſymmetria ſcientiz, ſingulis, ſciz. partibus ſe invi. 
cem ſuſtinentibus, eſt, et eſſe debet, vera atque expedita ratiq 
refellendi objectiones minorum gentium.— Numnon in aula 
ſpatioſa conſultius foret, unum accendere cereum, aut lychnu- 
chum ſuſpendere, variis luminibus inſtructum, quo onmia funul 


1 perluſtrentur, quam in ſingulos angulos quaquaverſus cen 


circumferre lucernam ? 
| Bacon de augmentis ſcientiarum, lib. 1. p. 40. Ed. 17140. 
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Can that be called an impoſture that propoſes 
no motives of worldly honours, riches, or 
ſenſual pleaſure to attract our eſteem, or in · 
vite our choice? Does that religion bear any 
marks of enthuſiaſm, which regulates our 
zeal by reaſon and prudence, calms our fu- 
rious paſſions, enlighrtens our minds with 
knowledge, diſpels our melancholy thoughts, 
and diffuſes a well-grounded joy? Is it the, 
cauſe of ſuperſtition? Ir is the beſt and I 
may venture to affirm the only ſecurity a- 
gainſt it, as it gives us the moſt juſt and 
amiable notions of the Supreme Being, as 
it relieves the conſcience from its guilt and 
fears, reduces the form of religion to great 
ſimplicity, and inſpires the ſoul with a ra- 
tional and ſteady fortitude. Yea, the dan- 
ger of ſuperſtition is rather increaſed, than 
diminiſhed by infidelity and irreligion; for 
it is not poſſible to diveſt mankind of that 
fear which ariſes from frailty and guilt, and 
if they ſhould be bereaved of a rational and 
benevolent religion, it would be eaſy to 


graft upon that fear, any ſuperſtition their 
own folly might deviſe, or the craft and po- 
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licy of deſigning men might impoſe. Is 
Chriſtianity an enemy to learning? Where 
have the ſciences flouriſhed ſo much as in 
Chriſtian countries, or been ſo much im- 
proved as by learned Chriſtians? The read- 
ing of the ſcriptures, and the reformation. 


of religion, enlarged the minds of men, and 
encouraged a ſpirit of free enquiry. Is it a 


friend to flavery? On the contrary it deli- 
vers the mind from the tyranny of paſſion, 
and from the fears of guilt; it calls upon us 


10 prove all things, and to hold faſt that which 
it good. The ſpitit of the goſpel is a ſpirit 
of liberty, abhors oppreſſion of every kind, 


civilizes our nature, and teaches us huma- 


nity even to our enemies. It was Chriſti- 
anity, when fully eſtabliſhed, that aboliſhed 
ſlavery, the cruelty of maſters to their ſer- 
vants, of parents to their children, the bar- 
barous cuſtom of expoſing infants, and the 
bloody ſhews of gladiators, which were ſo 
common in Heathen Rome, in its moſt civi- 
lized ſtate; but were prohibited by laws of 


_ Chriſtian emperors. Does it excite ſedi- 
| tions, 


2 Theſſ. v. 21, 
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lions, and * wars? theſe have taken 
their riſe in every age from the luſts and 
paſſions of men, which firſt war againſt the 
ſoul, and which religion ſubdues and calms: 
often has it been the occaſion, never the 
cauſe of perſecution, for nothing is more 
contrary to the genius of it, when well un- 
derſtood, and nor perverted by corrupt gloſ: 
ſes.—Falſe goſpels were not obtruded or 
the world, till the genuine ſcriptures were 
every where diſperſed, and as they were 
publickly read in the daily. worſhip of Chri- 
ſtians, no change could be niade but what 
muſt have heen immediately diſcovered “. 
Some philoſophers from the ſchools of the 
latter Platoniſts ih Egypt, when they em- 
braced Chriſtianity, introduced endleſs al 
legories, and in imitation of thoſe who 
forged writings in the name of Hermes, 
Zoroaſter, and Pythagoras, began to allow 
thetnſelves in what was called pions frauds 
that they might give authority to their 
own conceits, or thereby invite philoſophers 
to join them. But the primitive Chriſti- 
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ans were plain men, who made it matter of 
conſcience to tranſmit the pure truths of 


the goſpel without any vitious mixture what 


ſoever, and in a language that was eaſily 
underſtood by all. Many various readings 
no doubt there are, which were occaſion» 


ed by the numerous tranſcripts that were 


taken by Chriſfians, & the rule of their 
faith and practice: none of theſe various 
readings however affect any one doctrine 
or duty of Chriſtianity, but all the copies 
ſerve to confirm the authenticity of the 


ſcriptures. Let us not then be moved from 


the hope of the goſpel, but hold faſt the pro- 
feſſion of our faith, without wavering, (for be 
is faithful that promiſed. J And let us con- 
ſider one auother to provoke unto love mer nee | 
works *, ; 

To conclude, If the poor had the goſpel | 
preached to them by our Saviour, let us 
chearfully concur in promoting the glorious 
_ deſign, upon which he came into the world, 
the ſalvation of mankind, We e we 


have 8 | 


a 44. K 


(31 
have long enjoyed the ineſtimable bleſſing of 
the goſpel, pure and uncorrupted, whilſt 
many nations are ſunk into ignorance, and 
over-run with ſuperſtition. Can we be juſtly 
called true Chriſtians? Can we ſincerely 
pray that the kingdom of God may come, 
Without employing our endeavours-for the 
advancement of its intereſts? God might 
have revealed his truths in an extraordinary 
manner to every man, but he has thought 
fit, that men ſhould be inſtructed by thoſe 
of like paſſions with themſelves. When his 
upright ſervants are truly deſirous to pro- 
more his honour, and for this end to em- 
ploy thoſe various talents which he hath 
committed to them, they may well hope 
that his bleſſing will accompany their ou 
endeavours. | 


SOMETIME ago, a few | private gentle- 
men, animated with a noble zeal for reli- 
gion, whoſe names ſhall be in everlaſting 
remembrance, gave rife to aSociety in Scot- 
land for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 


and ng ſchools in the Highlands and 


. K 2 | Iſlands, 


9 : 


| 
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Iſlands. To carry on this deſign, they firſt. 
made a voluntary. ſubſcription themſelves, 
and their example was followed by many 
peers, as well as commoners. The General 
Aſſemblies of the church of Scotland from 
time to time, have recommended contribu- 
tions for it. Her Majeſty Queen Anne, by her 
letters patent, erected the ſubſcribers into 
A Society for propagating Chriſtian Knows 
| ledge; and his preſent Majeſty ratified and. 
confirmed the former patent; and, for; the 
' encouragement of induſtry, authorized the 
ſociety ta cauſe ſuch children as they ſhould 
think fit, be bred up in huſbandry, or trade 
and manufacture. Religion and induſtry 
are cloſely connected together, for as true 
religion enlarges the mind, and prepares it 
for making uſeful improvements, relieves 
them from thoſe ſuperſtitions which enſlave 
their conſcience, and engroſs their time, 
ſo honeſt induſtry and trade will preſerve 


them from thoſe vices which are apt to 
ſpring and grow up in uncultivated minds 
habituated to idleneſs and floth. The 
worthy members of the e lars, with 

: 2 diſin- 
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1 diſintereſted zeal, with: great avanitnby 


ty, prudence, and - ſucceſs, carried on this 
good deſign; all that I could wiſh to fay to 
them may be ſummed up in this one advice, 
that they. ſhould continue to do as they 
haye done. Great aſſiſtance has been given 
by the generous liberality of pious perſons 


of all denominations (whoſe names are re- 


corded with honour) for propagating Chri- 
ſtianity in our colonies abroad, as well as in 
the Highlands and Iſlands at home, and is 
there any charity of greater importance, of 
wider extent, or of more beneficial influence 
to the nation in general, and particularly to 
thoſe parts of it which have been for a long 
time the habitation of ignorance and ſuper- 
ſtition? And though great good has been 
done, and though there are now ſix thou- 
ſand five hundred and twenty-ſeven children 
educated in theſe charity- ſchools, yet many 
more ſchools are wanting; the harveſt is 
great, the labourers are few, their incomes 
ſmall, and. their diſcouragements great and 


many. The indefatigable zeal of the church 


of Rome 1 in propagating 1 and ſu- 
| F 
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pexſtirion, the great number of miſſionaries 
they ſend from time to time, in order to 
pervert ſome and to confirm others in their 
pernicious principles, which are as dangerous 
to the ſtate as to the reformed religion, 
ſhould excite all Proteſtants who with well 
to their religion, and to a free government, 
to defeat their deſigns, and to reſcue a brave 
people from the dark ſuperſtition and cruel 
bondage of that corrupt church. It may 
be ſurpriſing to many, that, after the light 
of the reformation has ſhone ſo long upon 
us, any part of our country, now bleſſed with 
civil liberty, ſhould yet ſubje& themſelves 
to Popiſh ſlavery. It was not always ſo. It 
was not ſo in the early ages of the Chriſtian 
church : theſe Highlands and Iſlands were 
once the ſeats of learning and religion; of re- 
ligion that was not derived from the church 
of Rome, as appears by their differing from 
it about the time of keeping Eaſter, and ſe- 
veral other things; and by this it ſeems pro- 


| bable that they and the ancient Britons | 


were converted to Chriſtianity by teachers 
| from 
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from the Eaſt.  Icolmkill * was then 4 ſe - 

| minary of all kinds of learning, and a nur- 
ſery of divines for planting churches. O. 
wald king of Northumberland deſired the 
king of Scotland, in whoſe court he had 
lived ſometime, and where he himſelf had 
been converted, to ſend him ſome religious 
men from his country to convert his people 
from Paganiſm. Aidan was ſent from Icolm- 
kill, about the year 635, of whom Bede the 
Anglo-Saxon hiſtorian, though he was de- 
voted to the church of Rome, and differed 
from him, yet gives him the moſt excellent 
character, and ſays, That he not only in- 
* ſtructed the people in their duty, but alſo 
„gave them an example of a good life, 
«« and fervent charity, which charmed the 
very Heathens, and brought them over 
« to the faith, Oſwald himſelf became 
* his interpreter, as Aidan was not well 
e acquainted with the Engliſh language.” 
After the Romiſh miſſionaries had in vain 
attempted 


Tux property of his Grace the Duke Argyle, who hag been 


: long a patron of learning wherever his influence could reach, 


Lr 
* bad 
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uttemptell the Converſion of the Heathen! 
He}! by conſtant and diligent preaching 'of 
the word of God, accompanied with devo- 
tion and primitive- ſimplicity, brought ovet 
great multitudes to the Chriſtian faith. Af- 
ter him Finan and many others from the 
fame iſland went into England, and with 
great zeal taught and propagated religion 
from the e r and «gr an, ot 
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= Ns: petiphs have a greater veneration r 
their anceſtors than thoſe of the Highlands 
of Scotland; let them lock back to the ear- 
ly ages, and they will find a purer religion 
than that of the church of Rome eſtabliſh- 
ed among them. The church of Rome was 
not their mother church, and they do not 
by embracing the reſormed religion apoſta- 
tize from it, but return to primitive Chri- 
ſtianity. As the wiſe meaſures the governs 
ment have purſued with reſpect to the High- 
_ have tended to civilize thoſe 125 of 


the 
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the country, ſo it may well L aſſerted, that 
our charity-ſchools have, in * degree, 
OY the ſame' good end, -* | 


| Our gracious Sovereign hath, with an 

unexampled magnanimity, truſted many of 
them with arms who had riſen in rebellion 
againſt him, and they have been faichful to 
the truſt he ſo nobly repoſed in them : they 
have heartily concurred with their country- 
men, who had been always zealous ſubjects : 
they have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in Ame- 
rica ; and wherever they were employed 
their gallant actions and intrepid bravery 
will ſhine in the hiſtory of the laſt glorious 
campaign: they are become terrible to our 
enemies, who have felt, and who will always 
fear the courage of ſo hardy a people; and 
may we not hope, that they who have ſome- 
times diſturbed the peace of the country, 
ſhall henceforth augment its ſtrength, and 
prove its zealous defenders?” And ſhall we 
not, even from gratitude for the eminent ſer- 
vices they have done, be animated with a 
noble zeal to inſtruct the children, relations 
2-304 6 rt xndges: On. 17 2000 
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and friends of thoſe; who bravely fought, aud © 
| died! in the ſervice of their king and .coun- 
uy, and of thoſe who,, crowned, with vic- 
tory, are ready to perform, if called upon, 
as great exploits? In Athens, the children 
of thoſe, who were ſlain fighting for their 
country were educated at the public charge, 
till they came to maturity, and then clade 
in complete armour, walked in proceſſion 
before the people, and one of the heralds, 
or publick miniſters, proclaimed, 14 Theſe 
cc are. young men, whom the common- 
* wealth have educated, and are now diſ- 
& miſſed with. honour, to imitate the vir- 
* tue and valour of their fathers *.” We 
ſee not thoſe poor children, who are the 
objects of our charity, walk in proceſſion 
before us, nor line the paſſages as we go out 
of church, imploring our pity and compaſ- 
ſon; but I hope, you, and all true Bri- 
tons will feel for them: let us not conſine 
our alms to this days collection, but carry 
home with us, and preſerve, in our minds, 
| mere ons of tender compaſſion for theſe 


55 poor 
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poor chlldren, who, if they are n6tYattied | 
up to religion and induſtry, are in danger 
of being abandoned to idleneſs and vice; 
Let us exert ourfelves in preventing or re- 
| ſeuing them from falling a prey ro an idola-· 
trous church, who never ceaſe to do all they 
can, to inſpire thoſe to whom they have ac- 
ceſs, with enmity to or holy religion; and 
with diſaffeQion to our happy government. 
This is 6 temporary Ehavity, that relieves 


for a little, and is Confimed to a few; it ex- 


tends not only to thoſe! children rhemfetves; 


bur to all thoſe to vhom they may beuſeful, 


by their labour, them learning, or their &xam- 
ple, or perhaps in à courſe of timo by their 
riches, by which they may becorie-capabl 
of giving thade, helt&r; and frult, 16 maity 
others in the like circumſtances; IA even 
to the children of ſome of rheir.charizable 
benefactors; but if they cannot reward them, 
God will, at the reſurrection of the juſt. And 

whilſt we are inſtruments of ſaving ſouls, 


and rearing ap loyal ſubjects re to our king, we 


are deriving a bleſſing upon ourſelves, our 
rai and poſterity. The conqueſts that 
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| have been lately made in America, * the 
bleſſing of God, and the conduct and cou- 
rage of his majeſty's forces, have opened a 
way for ſpreading the goſpel into the remot- 
eſt parts of the world, and we hope for the | 
accompliſhment of thoſe ample prophecies }F 
In ſcripture, concerning the amazing ſucceſs 
of it, particularly in the prophecies of Iſaiah, 
where the church is repreſented as ſurpriſed 
at the vaſt increaſe of her children, and ſay- 
ing, Who hath begotten me theſe? M ho hath 
brought up theſe? Where had they been? the 
anſwer is, Behold I will lift up my: hand to the 
Gentiles, and ſet up my ſtandard to the people, 
and they ſhall bring thy ſons in their arms, and 
thy daughters ſhall be carried on their ſhoulders, 
and kings ſball be thy nurſing fathers, and queens 
Hall be thy nurſing mathers *, 
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10 full ſtate of the Society was annexed. lat 
year, to the excellent ſermon preached by 
Dr. MacduxEN, therefore it is not ne- 
AE to give a TIT one this year. ] 
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Item, I give and bequearh the ſum of 
to the Society | in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge, to be applied eicher 


zo the purpoſes of the firſt or ſecond char ers, 
as the donor pleaſes. 
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